Bapu may have ridden a bicycle in South Africa:
he certainly never had occasion to do so in Bharat.
However, a little thing like that was not going to daunt
or deter him. He got on to that cycle and pedalled
away for all he was worth, and weren't we all amazed
to see him arriving in time ? But oh, the sight of Bapu
in his little dhoti, with his bare body, riding that cycle!
Never shall I forget that sight, and never, never shall
I see its like again!

59. RESPECT FOR ANNIE BESANT
Mrs. Annie Besant had set up a Home Rule League
and started a strong political movement in Bharat, as
the result of which she was interned by the Govern-
ment. Shankaiial Banker came to Bapu, seeking his
advice as to what was to be done. Bapu wrote him a
letter recommending Satyagraha. Shankarlal Banker
published that letter and prepared for Satyagraha; the
Government thereupon revised its policy and released
Mrs. Annie Besant.
Then the movement changed its form completely,
and the days of non-co-operation arrived. Mrs. Annie
Besant had started an English daily called New India.,
as early as 1914, and everyday its readers were regaled
with juicy tit-bits against Bapu. One day the tit-bit was
particularly poisonous, and, I went to Bapu and asked
indignantly : "Did you read the article in yesterday's
New India!" "No!" said Bapu, "and I don't want to!
Don't show it to me! I have always had a great respect
for Mrs. Besant. I don't want to lose it."
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